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people, more immediately concerned in the war, traded with
the enemy as in times of peace. Whereas, the other party,
whose case appeared then as desparate, was ready to yield
to any conditions that would bring them into play. And I
cannot help affirming, that this nation was made a sacrifice
to the immeasurable appetite of power and wealth in a very
few, that shall be nameless, who in every step they made,
acted directly against what they had always professed. And
if his Royal Highness the Prince1 had died some years sooner
(who was a perpetual check in their career) it is dreadful to
think how far they might have proceeded.

Since that time, the bulk of the Whigs appears rather to
be linked to a certain set of persons, than any certain set of
principles: so that if I were to define a member of that
party, I would say, he was one " who believed in the late
m[inist]ry." And therefore, whatever I have affirmed of
Whigs in any of these papers, or objected against them,
ought to be understood, either of those who were partisans
of the late men in power, and privy to their designs \ or
such who joined with them, from a hatred to our monarchy
and Church, as unbelievers and Dissenters of all sizes ^ or
men in office, who had been guilty of much corruption,
and dreaded a change; which would not only put a stop to
further abuses for the future, but might, perhaps, introduce
examinations of what was past. Or those who had been
too highly obliged, to quit their supporters with any common
decency. Or lastly, the money-traders, who could never
hope to make their markets so well of premiums and ex-
orbitant interest, and high remittances, under any other
administration.

Under these heads, may be reduced the whole body of
those whom I have all along understood for Whigs: for I
do not include within this number, any of those who have
been misled by ignorance, or seduced by plausible pre-
tences, to think better of that sort of men than they deserve,
and to apprehend mighty danger from their disgrace:
because, I believe, the greatest part of such well-meaning
people, are now thoroughly converted.

And indeed, it must be allowed, that those two fantastic

1 Prince George of Denmark died October 28th, 1708.   [T. S.]